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Kevin Hawkins, University of North Texas Libraries

Sarah Lippincott, Library Publishing Coalition 
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The conference
‘Reinventing university publishing’ international symposium and THAT camp is an initiative of The 
Council of Australian University Librarians Library Publishing Advisory Committee (CLPAC). The specific 
goals of the event are to:

•	 showcase national and international developments in university publishing, particularly for library-
based presses

•	 inform the library, publishing and academic community about issues and models for scholarly 
communication

•	 enhance engagement with policy makers in the university and government communities
•	 develop skills in the library community, using data and publishing systems in innovative ways
•	 promote understanding of the needs of authors and editors in university publishing
•	 provide a practitioner forum for discussion on emerging models and trends, including forms of 

partnership.

The following will occur at The Australian National University:

•	 ‘Reinventing university publishing’ international symposium 17–18 March 2015
•	 THAT camp 19 March 2015
•	 Library tour 20 March 2015

The conference will attract some 80+ delegates over four days, from Australasia and beyond, including 
academics, policy makers, librarians and publishers. The event will be aligned with the CAUL meeting 
which will be held on 19 and 20 March in Canberra. We anticipate that many Australian and New 
Zealand university librarians will attend.

Keynotes will be delivered by overseas (Randy Kiefer, Kevin Hawkins, Sarah Lippincott) and Australian 
speakers (Aidan Byrne, Adam Shoemaker). 

This conference will bring together voices from libraries, publishers and the academy to encourage 
discussions on issues related to scholarly publishing, library-based publishing and open access. 

The theme
University publishing continues to be a highly topical issue. Debates focus on the relationship of 
libraries and presses within an environment of significant changes in scholarly communication. Several 
universities have developed new approaches to publishing within university libraries, and this is an 
opportunity to bring together those who are interested to share ideas and information.

One of the areas for discussion is the scholarly monograph. While traditionally the monographs have 
been published in small print runs by specialist publishers, the rise of open access and development of 
innovative funding solutions such as crowdsourcing, library sourcing (Knowledge Unlatched), university 
funding of e-presses and research fund requirements are radically changing the publication scene. It is 
an exciting time.

The organisers
The Council of Australian University Librarians Library Publishing Advisory Committee (CLPAC) is a 
new initiative of CAUL. The objective of CLPAC is to facilitate the sharing of good practice, support 
resources and publishing strategies between CAUL members; develop the publishing knowledge and 
skills of CAUL members on these issues through regular provision of advice and updates; monitor the 
scholarly publishing environment and report on emerging issues and trends to the CAUL Executive and 
CAUL members; and represent CAUL externally.

The location
College of Economics and Business, The Australian National University.
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